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USMCA AND GLOBAL EXPORTS
Unrestricted, duty-free trade under USMCA will 
continue to allow U.S. cattle and beef producers 
to capitalize on growing demand in lucrative 
markets in Canada, Mexico, and around the world. 

The U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) maintains 
open markets and science-based trade in North America, 
while rejecting the failed trade policies of the past.

U.S. beef exports to Canada in 2018$745 M
+106% Increase in U.S. beef exports to Canada 

under NAFTA

$8.3 billion
Total U.S. beef 
exports in 2018 – a 
record for the U.S. 
beef industry. 

WORLD

CANADA

Total domestic beef production in 201726.2 B lbs

Total beef imports in 2017 (~11% of total)2.9 B lbs

Amount of foreign-born cattle in the U.S. cow herd. Live cattle 
imports from Mexico and Canada avg. 2 M head annually, with 
fluctuation based on drought and market conditions. 

~2 percent

U.S.A.

U.S. beef exports to Mexico in 2018$1.06 B

+545% Increase in U.S. beef exports to Mexico 
under NAFTA

MEXICO

94 M head

• U.S. exports 
account for $323 
per head of fed 
cattle 

• Exports to Canada 
and Mexico alone 
account for $70 
per head

326 M  

131 M  17 M head

35 M  12 M head

Open markets

• USMCA preserves duty-free, unrestricted 
access to Canada and Mexico – worth 
roughly $1.8 billion in sales annually.

Science-based trade

• U.S. beef exports flourish when trade 
standards are based on science, not the 
whims of foreign governments. 

No failed policies
• Failed policies like mandatory country-of-

origin labeling (MCOOL) were excluded 
from USMCA and should not be restored. 
MCOOL harmed U.S. cattle producers, 
violated WTO rules, and did not improve 
food safety. 
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