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July 5, 2023 

The Honorable Tracy Stone-Manning 
Director 
Bureau of Land Management 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
 
RIN: 1004–AE92   Docket No.: LLHQ230000.23X.L117000000.PN0000 
Submitted via Regulations.gov 
 
Dear Director Stone-Manning, 
 
As a livestock producer, I am extremely concerned by the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) new proposed rule 
“Conservation and Landscape Health.” BLM’s mission is to balance the multiple uses of our nation’s public lands including 
recreation, energy, and livestock grazing. This proposed rule violates the multiple use mandate and gives “conservation” the 
ability to override and exclude other uses that the agency or a third party consider “incompatible.” No other use of public 
lands has this much power – and BLM should not be able to create this struggle now. 
 
Worse, the proposed rule will make landscape health worse, not better. Public lands grazing is an important tool for 
managing these landscapes and grazing improves soil, plant, and wildlife health, decreases invasive species like 
cheatgrass, and boosts carbon storage. Additionally, grazing helps reduce the buildup of grasses and other fuels that 
contribute to catastrophic wildfire. Studies estimate that reducing fuel loads and fire risks costs the federal government $150 
per acre, but grazing does this at no cost to the taxpayer. 
 
I am also concerned that the proposed rule opens BLM to the risk of exploitation and more litigation in the future. BLM is 
already falling short of delivering on basic agency responsibilities. Adding additional one-off, individual approvals of 
conservation leases will only put the agency further behind on other permit approvals, including grazing permits. BLM has 
attempted to change their entire management objectives with no analysis under the National Environmental Policy Act and 
no analysis on how this rule would cripple small businesses and rural communities. 
 
BLM repeatedly failed in their commitment to work with stakeholders like ranchers. Not only was there no advanced notice 
or discussion with organizations I support like the Public Lands Council and National Cattlemen’s Beef Association, BLM 
held just three briefings. These briefings were offered only in major urban areas, far from the rural communities that will be 
impacted by this rule. 
 
I urge you to withdraw this rule until the agency has a chance to hear from the farmers and ranchers who will be impacted 
by it. Farmers and ranchers are original conservationists of these lands and I hope you will listen to our insights before 
crafting sweeping regulations that impact our public lands. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
768 American Farmers and Ranchers 
Proud Members of the Public Lands Council and the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association 
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Troy, AL 
 

 Marilyn Rountree 
Cascade, ID 
 

Chase Rummel 
Great Falls, MT 
 

 Dixie Russell 
Paxico, KS 
 

 Stephen Russell 
Paxico, KS 
 

Ross Rytting 
Reno, NV 
 

 Steve Rzepka 
Canon City, CO 
 

 Ali S 
Mesa, AZ 
 

Kacie Sallee 
Fowler, CO 
 

 Norman Saltzman 
Duson, LA 
 

 Carl Sanders 
Oral, SD 
 

Melinda Sarman 
Spring Creek, NV 
 

 Charity Saulsberry 
Alamo, NM 
 

 John Savage 
Rifle, CO 
 

Joe Schettler 
Killdeer, ND 
 

 Jessica Schoolcraft 
Yakima, WA 
 

 Cheryl Schuldt 
Miles City, MT 
 

Chris Schulthess 
Woodruff, UT 
 

 Nick Schultz 
Grass Range, MT 
 

 Christopher Schwandt 
 

Rolfe Schwartz 
Paradise Valley, NV 
 

 Peter Scott 
Spring Creek, NV 
 

 Tyler Seal 
Spring Creek, NV 
 

Karen Sewell 
Baggs, WY 
 

 Loretta Sharbono 
Spokane, WA 
 

 Gail Shelton 
Ellensburg, WA 
 



Craig Shier 
Winnemucca, NV 
 

 Marlene Shier 
Winnemucca, NV 
 

 Ben Shiew 
Williams, AZ 
 

Rick Shiffler 
Hummelstown, PA 
 

 Joseph Shoemaker 
Davenport, IA 
 

 Judith Shoemaker 
PA 
 

John Siebenmorgen 
Easton, KS 
 

 Sam Sikes 
Brooksville, FL 
 

 Scot Simmons 
Carbondale, CO 
 

Scott Sims 
Rock River, WY 
 

 Kathy Skarda 
Watford City, ND 
 

 Zane Slater 
Clovis, NM 
 

Dennis Sleiter 
Morris, MN 
 

 Wallace Slough 
Incline Village, NV 
 

 Deborrah Smith 
Rocksprings, TX 
 

Karla Smith 
Thorp, WA 
 

 Wyatt Smith 
Cambridge, ID 
 

 Justin Snowml 
Fallon, NV 
 

Andrée Soares 
Seattle, WA 
 

 Nathan Solberg 
Townsend, MT 
 

 Lori Sollers 
Fort Grant, AZ 
 

Kristine Somsen 
Rupert, ID 
 

 Monty Sorensen 
Cedar City, UT 
 

 Carol Sparks 
Ismay, MT 
 

George Sparks 
Ismay, MT 
 

 Susan Spencer 
Mountain Home, ID 
 

 Cassandra Spradley 
Cuba, NM 
 

Craig Spradley 
Cuba, NM 
 

 William Spratling 
NV 
 

 Kevin Stagner 
Moffat, CO 
 



Joanne Stanko 
Routt, CO 
 

 Jeffrey Starkjohann 
Mosby, MT 
 

 Gerry Stearns 
Redmond, OR 
 

Cary Steward 
Adel, OR 
 

 Judi Steward 
Adel, OR 
 

 Myron Steward 
Adel, OR 
 

Allen Stirling 
Fort Pierre, SD 
 

 Howard Stone 
Florissant, CO 
 

 Joel Storland 
La Sal, UT 
 

Marilee Stowell 
Parowan, UT 
 

 Amanda Strand 
Rawlins, WY 
 

 Steven Sutton 
Midvale, ID 
 

Scott Swearingen 
Ignacio, CO 
 

 Sandra Swenson 
Glasgow, MT 
 

 Chuck Thomas 
Liberty Center, OH 
 

Peter Tomera 
MO 
 

 Peter Talbott 
Lakeview, OR 
 

 Joanna Tang 
Goleta, CA 
 

Casey Taub 
Houston, TX 
 

 Donald Taylor 
Ashville, AL 
 

 Kirby Taylor 
Busby, MT 
 

Walter Taylor 
Busby, MT 
 

 Matt Teagarden 
Topeka, KS 
 

 Casey Terry 
Artesia, NM 
 

Jay Theiler 
Boise, ID 
 

 Pat Thoeny 
Rosebud, MT 
 

 Amanda Thomas 
Vernon, UT 
 

Patina Thompson 
Cochise, AZ 
 

 Shane Thompson 
Cochise, AZ 
 

 Thomas Thompson 
Orovada, NV 
 



Trevor Thompson 
Billings, MT 
 

 Steve Thonney 
Prosser, WA 
 

 Vaughn Thorstenson 
Selby, SD 
 

Kevin Tomera 
Spring Creek, NV 
 

 Patrick Torres 
Santa Fe, NM 
 

 Anthony Toso 
Mariposa, CA 
 

Sylvia Trahan 
Abbeville, LA 
 

 Rick Turner 
Kamiah, ID 
 

 Kelsey Van Natta 
Bear River City, UT 
 

Lacey Verschoot 
Lambert, MT 
 

 Tracy Vulgamore 
Castleford, ID 
 

 Joy Whitefoot 
Santa Ynez, CA 
 

Tom Wilton 
Fort Sumner, NM 
 

 Clinton Wakefield 
Nampa, ID 
 

 John Wallace 
Grapevine, TX 
 

Rick Walter 
Animas, NM 
 

 Tom Walters 
Casper, WY 
 

 Donald Wanner 
Hebron, ND 
 

Wesley Ward 
Winter Haven, FL 
 

 Dan Warner 
Battle Mountain, NV 
 

 Robert Warner 
Fort Lupton, CO 
 

Lafe Warren 
Rosebud, MT 
 

 Marlene Waterland 
Ekalaka, MT 
 

 Jonalee Watkins 
Otter, MT 
 

Corey Watson 
Tucson, AZ 
 

 Patti Webb 
Malta, MT 
 

 Keith Winter 
Cartwright, ND 
 

Shalena Weidenbener 
Payson, AZ 
 

 Marsh Weiershausen 
Willow Park, TX 
 

 Jon Weishoff 
Stanford, MT 
 



Noel Wellborn 
Alpine, WY 
 

 Betty Welty 
Winston, NM 
 

 Grady Wenderott 
Alma, KS 
 

Graham Whitehead 
Argyle, TX 
 

 Donnel Whiting 
Roosevelt, UT 
 

 John Whittingham 
Dillon, MT 
 

Virginia Whitworth 
Whitewright, TX 
 

 Kelly Wichman 
Lewistown, MT 
 

 Deborah Wickum 
Chester, MT 
 

Shane Wildeman 
Divide, CO 
 

 Liz Wilder 
Boise, ID 
 

 Danny Williams 
Rio Verde, AZ 
 

Karen Williams 
Oakley, ID 
 

 Lisa Wilsey 
Marsing, ID 
 

 Suzanne Wilson 
Andrews, TX 
 

Jessica Windh 
Lincoln, NE 
 

 Martha Winn 
Anchorage, AK 
 

 Sara Winona 
Prescott, WA 
 

Paul Wittig 
Mansfield, WA 
 

 Mike Woods 
Aledo, TX 
 

 Kent Woolfolk 
Protection, KS 
 

Jason Wright 
Tuscarora, NV 
 

 Nathan Wright 
Ignacio, CO 
 

 Jim Yarrow 
Wakefield, KS 
 

Joe Yates 
Mason, TX 
 

 Jeff Young 
Coalville, UT 
 

 Jeanette Yturriondobeitia 
Fields, OR 
 

Mike Zimmerman 
Owen, WI 
 

 Craig Zimmermann 
Hermosa Beach, CA 
 

 Beatrice Zueger 
Valentine, AZ 
 



John Bown 
Fayette, UT 
 

 Dallas Clark 
UT 
 

 Robert Coker 
Minden, NV 
 

Jon Corn 
Carlsbad, NM 
 

 Alex Debell 
Pine, CO 
 

 Kw Elder 
Pleasantville, OH 
 

Jim Filippini 
Eureka, NV 
 

 John Hagenbarth 
Glen, MT 
 

 Bradley Mackaben 
Capitol, MT 
 

Robert Miller 
Westcliffe, CO 
 

 Shannon Miller 
New Market, TN 
 

 Jesse Montoya 
Hesperus, CO 
 

Paula Moore 
Yakima, WA 
 

 Michael Nottingham 
Craig, CO 
 

 Gary Oxley 
Lake Havasu City, AZ 
 

Jerry Pierce 
Libby, MT 
 

 Bruce Pinkerton 
Billings, MT 
 

 Arkay Pugh 
Kanab, UT 
 

Lawrence Schmitz 
Regina, NM 
 

 Cleo Schultz 
Alma, KS 
 

 Kyle Shaw 
Miles City, MT 
 

Michael Wallace 
Nelson, NE 
 

 Emma Waters 
Perryton, TX 
 

 Yvette Wellborn 
Alpine, WY 
 

Shawn White 
Oelrichs, SD 
 

 Frances Williams 
Meadview, AZ 
 

  

     




