
 

 
 
 

November 23, 2021 
 
The Honorable Debbie Stabenow   The Honorable John Boozman 
Chair       Ranking Member 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry  Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry 
United States Senate     United States Senate 
328A Russell Senate Office Building   328A Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC, 20510      Washington, DC, 20510 
 
Dear Chairwoman Stabenow and Ranking Member Boozman: 
 
On behalf of cattle producers across the United States, the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association (NCBA),, 
writes to express our support for the nomination of Dr. Jose Emilio Esteban to be Under Secretary for Food 
Safety.  
 
Dr. Esteban’s extensive background in food safety and his previous work with the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC), United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), and International Association for Food 
Protection (IAFP) provide him with the unique skill set that will foster a collaborative approach for industry 
and government to work together to protect and ensure food safety for consumers. Additionally, Dr. 
Esteban has displayed global leadership as Chair for the Codex Alimentarius Commission Committee on 
Food Hygiene, where he has positioned our domestic food safety programs as models for the rest of the 
world. 
 
America’s beef producers rely on sound and effective food safety programs to maintain and enhance 
consumer confidence in beef. In addition to the proactive production practices that cattle producers employ 
to promote and enhance beef safety, we recognize the essential role USDA Food Safety Inspection Service 
(FSIS) plays to ensure consumers receive a safe product. We are confident that Dr. Esteban’s experience 
and leadership will allow for USDA-FSIS to continue to deliver on its vital mission area which ensures 
Americans continue to enjoy the safest and most secure food supply in the world.  
 
We believe Dr. Esteban is a phenomenal choice to lead USDA’s food safety efforts and functions. His 
background on food safety issues and service to the United States in this critical area is unparalleled. We 
look forward to Dr. Esteban’s collaborative approach that will engage the regulated community, beef 
producers and processors of all sizes, and consumer groups to bring forth viable solutions to maintain and 
improve beef safety. 
 
NCBA appreciates the opportunity to share our support on behalf of our nation’s cattle producers and we 
look forward to working with you to move Dr. Esteban’s nomination forward in the confirmation process. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Ethan Lane, Vice President of Government Affairs 



1275 Pennsylvania Ave NW Suite 801 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

202.347.0228 policy.ncba.org 

 

 

May 26, 2022 
 
The Honorable Debbie Stabenow   The Honorable John Boozman 
Chairwoman      Ranking Member 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry    Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry 
United States Senate     United States Senate 
328A Russell Senate Office Bldg.   328A Russell Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510     Washington, DC 20510 
 
 
Dear Chairwoman Stabenow and Ranking Member Boozman: 
 
On behalf of America’s cattle producers, the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association (NCBA) writes to 
express our enthusiastic support for the nomination of Alexis Taylor to serve as the Under Secretary for 
Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs within the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). NCBA worked 
closely with Ms. Taylor in her previous roles on Capitol Hill and in the Obama Administration, and she is a 
proven advocate for U.S. farmers and ranchers. We believe Ms. Taylor will play an integral role in helping 
the U.S. agricultural industry advance new marketing opportunities and navigate troublesome trade barriers 
that are counter to the science-based standards that make U.S. agriculture one of the most sustainable 
production systems in the world. 
 
Over the past decade, America’s cattle producers have benefitted greatly from policies that have replaced 
arbitrary and unjustified trade barriers with market-driven, science-based, and enforceable agreements. 
The removal of tariff and non-tariff trade barriers allowed U.S. beef exports to double from $4 billion in 2010 
to a record-setting $10.6 billion in 2021. There are still many trade barriers to overcome, and the 
Undersecretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs plays a vital role in leading USDA’s efforts to 
implement science-based trade policies, hold our trade partners accountable, and coordinate with other 
agencies to secure new market access.  
 
NCBA encourages the members of the United States Senate to expeditiously confirm the nomination Alexis 
Taylor for USDA Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs, and we look forward to working 
with you to continue building market access opportunities for America’s cattle producers.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Ethan Lane 
Vice President, Government Affairs 
National Cattlemen’s Beef Association 
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